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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: U.S. OBLIGATIONS UNDER MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY 

REE: MANILA 11209 

1 . IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY CONTUSION ABOUT MY INTENTIONS IN 
INITIATING REFTEL, I WISH TO RESTATE THAT MY COMMENTS 
WERE INTENDED EXCLUSIVELY AS OBSERVATIONS UPON A SUBJECT 
WHICH IS, AND SHOULD REMAIN IN, MUTUAL DEEENSE BOARD 
CHANNELS. 

2. SINCE FILIPINOS HAVE CHOSEN TO USE MDB EOR SUBSTANTIVE 
PURPOSES (WHICH IS A DEVELOPMENT WE SHOULD WELCOME) I 
BELIEVE WASHINGTON AUTHORITIES SHOULD DEVELOP A REPLY FOR 
TRANSMITTAL THROUGH THOSE CHANNELS. I HAVE CHOSEN TO 
COMMENT IN MY CHANNEL BECAUSE THE SUBJECT MATTER IMPINGES 
ON CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS AND THE GENERAL BREADTH OF 
US-RP RELATIONS. 
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